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AMENDMENTS TQ THE CT.ATMS 

Claims 1-22. (canceled) 



Claim 23. (currendy amended) A control apparatus for controUing lie state of use of 
a plurality of control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

upper control terminal means for issuing a first control coramsind instructing reserved use 
of fee-iLcontrol targe t from amongst said plurality of control tarp etfi: and 

control target allocation control means for inhibiting upper control terminal means except 
for the upper control terminal means which issued the control command, of a plurality of upper 
control terminal means, from using the control target of the reserved use instnictsd by the fifs 
firstcontrol command, on the basis of the first control command ftom ihe upper r.ontrol terminal 
means; 

wherdn the upper control tenninal means are c o nnected throup h a nerwr. Ir t p controHeni 
which aiie directly conn e cted to said plu r a li ty of cnntml targets: the con tml fary^i aii^^^ri^r, 
control means being located in the controllers. 

Claim 24. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed ii i claim 23 , 
wherein even when a second control command instructing occupancy of the conb ol target of the 
reserved use instructed by the first control command is received from tlie upper control tenninal 
means except for the upper control tenninal means which issued the first control command, the 
control target allocation control means inhibits the use by the upper control terminal means 
which issued the second control command. 
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Claim 25. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein when the first control coimnand is received from the upper control tenninal means, the 
control target aUocation control means registers information includini? the uppe:- control teiminal 
means which issued the first control command and the control target of the rese;'ved use to a 
management information database of the control target, and when the second coatrol command is 
received ftom the upper control command and the control target instnictcd by the second control 
command is coincident with the control target of the management information d3.tabase, the 
control target allocation control means transmits a control command indicating t aiJurc of the 
second control command to the upper control terminal means which i£.sued the sxond control 
command and thus inhibits the use by the upper control terminal means. 

Claim 26. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed i i claim 23, 
wherein when the first control command instructing reservation of the same control target is 
received from the plurality of upper control terminal means, the control target aU:.cation control 
means inhibits the use by the upper control terminal means except for the upper control terminal 
means which issued the first control command of the highest priority, on the basi,! of priority 
added to the first control command. 



Claim 27. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 26, 
wherein the control target aUocation control means has a management information database for 
registering information including the terminal user of the upper control terminal means which 
issaed the first control command, the control target of reserved use and the priority added to the 
first control command, and inhibits the use by the upper control terminal means ej cept for the 
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Upper control terminaJ means which issued the first control command of the highest priority with 
reference to the management information database. 



Claim 28. (curremly amended) The control apparams as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein the control target allocation control means inhibits the use of the plural control 
targets added to the first control command by the upper control terminal means iixcept for the 
upper control terminal means which issued the first control command^ of the pli rality of upper 
control terminal means, on the basis of reserved use of a group to which the pJt^iili^'-efH^ontroI 
targets added to the first control command belong. 

Claim 29- (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed : n claim 28, 
wherein the control target allocation control means has a management informati-ijn database for 
registering infomiation including the user of the upper control terminsJ means which issued the 
first control command, the control target name instructed by the first control command and the 
group name to which the plurality of control targets belong, and 

even when a second control command instructing occupancy of the plurality of control 
targets instructed by the first control command is received from the upper contra I terminal means 
except for the upper control terminal means which issued the first conlrol command with 
reference to the management information database, the control target allocation control means 
transmits a control conimand indicating failure of the second control ci^mmand t<i the upper 
control terminal means which issued the second control command and thus inhibits the use by 
the upper control teiminal means except for the upper control teraiinal means which issued the 
first control command. 
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Claim 30. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 23, 
wherein the control target includes each recording mediimi which is non-Iineari/ accessible to 
each input/output processing means constituting a video serv^er, and each input i channel to which 
data including a plurality of video and/or audio data inputted from outside or on Lputted from the 
video server are inputted and each output channel for outputting the data to be outputted to 
outside or to be outputted to the video server, the input channel and output chaniel constituting 
switching means. 

Claim 31. (currently amended) A control method for conirolling the state of use of a 
plurality of control targets, the method comprising; 

a first step of receiving a first control command from upper control terminal means 
instmcting reserved use of *e-a_control target from amongst said plur.ility of coi^tiol tai^cts f s&m 
ta pp e r conti'ol tormind moanG ; and 

a second step of inhibiting upper control terminal means except for the ujper control 
terminal means which issued the control command, of a plurality of upper contntl terminal 
means, from using the control target of the reserved use instructed by i:he ftra-figtcontrol 
command, on the basis of the first control command^ 

wherein the upper control terminal means are cormected through a netwo - k to controllers 
which are directly connected to said plurality of control targets; the coiitrollers p e rforming said 
control method . 
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Claim 32. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 3 1, 
wherein at the second step, even when a second control command instructing occupancy of the 
control target of the reserved use instructed by the first control command is received from the 
upper control terminal means except for the upper control terminal mtjans which issued the first 
control command, the use by the upper control teiminal means which issued the second control 
command is inhibited. 



Claim 33. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in :laim 31, 
wherein at the second step, when the first control conamand is received fi-om the upper control 
terminal means, infonnation including the upper control terminal meajis which ii sued the first 
control command and the control target of the reserved use is registered to a management 
infonnation database of the control target, and vi^hen the second control command is received 
from the upper control command and the control target instructed by the second control 
command is coincident with the control target of the management infonnation database, a control 
command indicating failure of the second control command is transmitted to the upper control 
tenninal means which issued the second control command, thus inhibiting the use: by the upper 
control terminal means. 



Claim 34. (previously presented) The control meUiod as claimed in c aim 3 1, 
wherein at the second step, when the first control command instructing reservation of the same 
control target is received from the plurality of upper control terminal msans, die use by die upper 
control terminal means except for the upper control terminal means which issued he first control 
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command of the highest priority is inhibited on the basis of priority tulded to thf first control 
command. 



Claim 35. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 34, 
wherein the second step has a management information database for registering infonnation 
including the terminal user of the upper control tenninal means which issued the finst control 
command, the control target of reserved use and the priority added to liie first control command, 
and inhibits the use by the upper control tenninal means except for the: upper coi itrol tenninal 
means which issued the first control command of the highest priority with refere ice to the 
management information database. 



Claim 36. (currently amended) The control method as claimed in cldm, 3 1 . wherein 
at the second step, the use of the plurality of control targets added to the first control command 
by the upper control teiminal means except for the upper control terminal means which issued 
the first control command, of the plurality of upper control terminal means, is inhibited on the 
basis of reserved use of a group to which the ^tffiiiity^ontrol targetf^ added to the first control 
command belong. 

Claim 37. (previously presented) The control method as ciaimed in c laim 36, 
wherein a management information database is provided for registering informati :« including 
the user of the upper control tenninal means which issued the firet contjol command, the control 
target name instructed by the first control command and the group namci to which the plurality of 
control targets belong, and 
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even when a second control comniand instructing occupancy of the plur dity of control 
targets instructed by the first control command is received from the upper contr:»I terminal means 
except for the upper control tenninal means which issued the first control comn land with 
reference to the management information database, a control command indicating failure of the 
second control command is transmitted to the upper control terminal Jtieans which issued the 
second control command, thus inhibiting the use by the upper control terminal neans except for 
the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command. 

Claim 38. (previously presented) The control method as (;laimed in claim 31, 
wherein the control target includes each recording medium which is non-linearly accessible to 
each input/output processing means constituting a video server, and each input diannel to which 
data including a plurality of video and/or audio data inputted from ouiside or ou :putted from the 
video server are inputted and each output channel for outputting the dita to be o jtputted to 
outside or to be outputted to the video server, the input channel and output channel constituting 
switching means. 

Claim 39. (currently amended) A control apparatus for controlling tie state of use of 
a plurality of control targets, the apparatus comprising; 

upper control tenninal means for issuing a first control commaad instmci ing permission 
of occupancy and use of the-^control target from amongst said plurality of contr :! targets; and 

control target allocation control means for inhibiting upper control teraiir id means except 
for the upper control terminal means, of a plurality of upper control teiminal mesns, from using 
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the control target instructed by the first control coimnand, on the basis of priority added to the 
first control command from the upper control teiminal meansi 

wherein the upper control terminal m eans are connected through a netwcirk to the control 
target allocation control means w hich are directly connected to said plurality of :ontrol targets . 

Claim 40. (previously presented) The control apparatus a; claimed i n claim 39, 
wherein when the first control command instructing permission of occupancy an d use of the 
same control target is received from the plurality of upper control terminal mean s, the control 
target allocation control means inhibits the occupancy and use of the control targe;t by the upper 
control tenoiinal means except for the upper control terminal means wliich issuec the first control 
command of the highest priority on the basis of the priority. 

Claim 41. (previ ously presented) The control apparatus as claimed ii i claim 40, 
wherein the control target allocation control means has an occupancy management infonnation 
database constituted by the control target for which a notification of pecmission of occupancy is 
issued, the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command md the priority 
added to the first control command, and when the first control command instructi ig permission 
of occupancy of the same control target as the control target legisteted .:o the occt pancy 
management information database is received from the upper control terminal me ms except for 
the upper control terminal means registered to the database, of the plurality of upfer control 
terminal means, the cojitrol target allocation control means compares the priority sidded to the 
first control command and inhibits the upper control terminal means except for the upper control 
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terminal means which issued the first control command of the highesi; priority, liom using the 
control target. 

Claim 42. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 41 , 
wherein the control target allocation control means compares the priority on the basis of the 
database, and when the priority registered to the database is lower than the priority added to the 
upper control temodnul means which issued the first control command, the contrc jl target 
allocation control means issues a control command indicating cancel of the occi pancy and use to 
the upper control terminal means having the priority registered to the database. 

Claim 43. (previously presented) The control apparatus a3 claimed m claim 41, 
wherein when a second control command instructing permission of occupancy and use of the 
plurality of control targets is received from the upper control terminal means, thu control target 
allocation control means compares the lowest priority of the priorities registered to the database 
of the plurality of control targets instructed by the second control command, of t lie plurahty of 
control targets registered to the database, with the priority added to the second control command, 
and inhibits the upper control terminal means except for the upper control termir al means which 
issued the control conimand of the higher priority, from using the control targets 

Claim 44. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed j i claim 39, 
wherein the control target includes each recording medium which is non-hnearly accessible to 
each input/output processing means constituting a video server, and each input chaiine] to which 
data including a plurality of video and/or audio data inputted from outJ;ide or out;3utted from the 
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Video server are inputted and each output channel for outputting the data to be outputted to 
outside or to be outputted to the video server, the input channel and output char ael constituting 
switching means. 

Claim 45. (cuirently amended) A control apparatus for controlling :he state of use of 
a plurality of control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of upper control tenninal mean s, each upper cc^ trn\ ^Prm.n..i -^^^^ ^op.ujf. 
feF issuing a first control command requesting permission of occupan.;y and use of Ae-a.control 
target from amon^.st s^ id plufalitv of control tar gets: and 

allocation control means for issuing, to one of the plurality of upper cont rol terminal 
means, a notification of peimission indicating the pemiission of use with respect to the control 
target indicated by the first control command, on the basis of the piioE ty given to the first control 
command from the plurality of upper contror terminal meansi 

wherein the utmer control temiinaT jne a ns are conTiected throu ph a n«ty/^r:ir th^ 
allocation control means which anft directly connen ted to said p lurality nf nr^nfr^i r^^^^. 

Claim 46. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 45, 
wherein when the first control command requesting the pemiission of use with rcjpect to the 
same control target is received from the plurality of upper control terminal means, the allocation 
control means issues the notification of permission to the upper control terminal neans which 
issued the first control command of the highest priority on the basis of the piioritj . 
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Claim 47. (previously presented) The control apparatus ;is claimed in claim 46, 
wherein the allocation control means includes an occupancy management infor nation database 
including the controi target for which the notification of permission iu issued, ti e upper control 
tenninal means which issued die first control command, and the prioilty given lo the first control 
command, and when a second control command requesting permission of use \n ith respect to the 
control target registered to the database is received from the upper control tenninal means other 
than the upper control terminal means registered to the occupancy management information 
database, the allocation control means compares the priority given to i:he first control command 
issued by the upper control tenninal means with respect to the control target rcg: stered to the 
database and the priority given to the second control command, and issues the notification of 
permission to the upper control temiinal means which issued the first or second control 
command of the higher priority. 

Claim 48. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed i: i claim 47. 
wherein the aUocation control means compares the priority, and issues a notificalion of cancel 
for canceling the permission of occupancy and use to the control terminal means which issued 
the first control command when the priority given to the first control command is lower than the 
priority given to the second control command. 

Claim 49. (previously presented) The control apparams as claimed in claim 46, 
wherein when a third control conmiand requesting permission of occupancy and t se with respect 
to the plurality of control targets is received firora the upper control terminal mean s, the 
allocation control means compares the lowest priority of the plurality of control targets registered 
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to the database and the priority given to the third control command, aiid issues tie notification of 
permission to the upper control terminal means which issued the third, control command when 
the priority given to the third control command is higher. 

Claim 50. (previous] y presented) The control apparatus as claimed : n claim 47, 
wherein the control targets include a video server including a plura]it> of input/c-t Jtput processing 
means and a non-linearjy accessible recording medium so that one input/output processing 
means can access the recording medium in an allocated time slot, and a switcher including a 
plurality of input channels to which a plurality of data including video and/or au' jio data inputted 
from outside or outpurted from the video server are inputted and a plui-ality of oi Lput channels 
for outputtiug the data to be outputted to outside or to the video server. 

Claim 5 1 . (currently amended) A control method for controlling the state of use of a 
plurality of control targets, the method comprising; 

a first step of receiving a first control command from one of a plurality of up per f^ontrnl 
tenninal mean i.requesting pennission of occupancy and use of Afr-a.cctntrol targ<i:t from amongst 
said plurality of control targ ete fi- n m n plnrnli>y nf nppnr nnnt^n^ t^mifrnl mcanG : md 

a second step of issuing, to one of the plurality of upper control terminal means, a 
notification of permission indicating the permission of use with respect to the cortrol target 
indicated by the first control command, on the basis of the priority given to the firijt control 
command; 
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wherein the upper control tenmaal means are coTmenrftd rhmnp^h a Tietv/MrV controllers 
which are directly connected to said plu r ality of cmirrol targets: the ccmtrollers iM -rfnrmin^ saiH 
control method. 



Claim 52. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 51, 
wherein at the second step, when the first control command requestini; the perm- ijsion of use 
with respect to the same control target is received from the plurality of upper coj itrol tenninal 
means, the notification of permission is issued to the upper control tenninal means which issued 
the first control command of the highest priority on the basis of the priority. 

Claim 53- (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 52, 
wherein at the second step, an occupancy management infoimation daiAbase is p;iDvided 
including the control target for which the notification of permission is issued, the upper control 
terminal means which issued the first control command, and the prioriiy given to (he first control 
command, and when a second conti-ol comimand requesting permission of use with respect to the 
control target registered to the database is received from the upper conirol terminal means other 
than the upper control terminal means registered to the occupancy management information 
database, the priority given to the first control command issued by the upper cont .-ol terminal 
means with respect to the conxrol target registered to the database and tlie priority given to the 
second control command are compared and the notification of permission is issue :l to the upper 
conuol terminal means which issued the first or second control command of the higher priority. 
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Claim 54. (previously presented) The control method as <daimed i-n claim 53, 
wherein at the second step, the priority is compared, and a notification of cancel for canceling the 
permission of occupancy and use is issued to the control terminal me^ns which j^sued the first 
contn:>I command when the priority given to the first control command is lower lian the priority 
given to the second control command. 

Claim 55. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in ^laim 53, 
wherein at the second step, when a third control command requesting permissior. of occupancy 
and use with respect to the plurality of control targets is received from the upper control terminal 
means, the lowest priority of the plurality of control targets registered to the database and the 
priority given to the diird control command are compared, and the notification of permission is 
issued to the upper control terminal means which issued the third conti'ol command when the 
priority given to the third control conunand is higher. 

Claim 56. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 5 1, 
whercin the control tai-gets include a video server including a plurality of input/output processing 
means and a non-linearly accessible recording medium so that one input/output processing 
means can access the recording medium in an allocated time slot, and a switcher including a 
plurality of input channels to which a plurality of data including video and/or audio data inputted 
from outside or outputted from the video server are inputted and a plur^tlity of outp>ut channels 
for outputting the data to be outputted to outside or to the video server. 
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A control apparatus for controlling lie state of use of 



a plurality of control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of upper control terminal means ^each upper control terminal :ejng capable of 
feF issuing a first control command requesting permission of use of Ae-a,contro] target,from 
amongst said plurality of contro] tar gets: and 

management means for issuing identification information provided for each of the control 
targets to the one upper control terminal means which issued the first control command, on the 
basis of the first control conmiand including at least the control target^ 

wherein the upper control terminal me ans are coTinectcd thi-pucji a netwo rk to the 



management means w hich are directly connected to said plurality of control targ !:ts. 



Claim 58, (previously presented) 
wherein the upper control terminal means 
management means, and issues a second coi^trol 
the control target, to the management means 



The control apparatus as claimed i)i claim 57, 
appends the identification information issued from the 
command, which is a command for controlling 



includes 



Claim 59. (previously presented) 
wherein the first control command further 
audio data to be inputted from and/or 
issues to the control rarget a third control command 
file on the basis of the second control commalnd 



■ outputted 
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The control apparatus as claimed ir claim 58, 

the file name of a file includir g video and/or 
to the control target, and the manitgement means 
for causing the control target to controJ the 
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The control apparatus as claimed in claim 57, 
wherein the management means has at lea^t an identification information management database 
including the control target and thfi^oiresponding identification infoitnation, and second 



identification information provided for another one of the control tarjjets and di rferent from the 
identification information is i^giatcrod c pmisponding to an entry of identificatlo-i information of 



the database with respect to the control target appended to the first control comiciand7#*e 
identiFjcation information being iscuod to tho upper conti-o] tcnninal L t&aj^, 



Claim 6 1 , (previously presented] 
wherein the identification information is further 
management database and the file name 
thereto. 



i) The control apparatus as claimed :n claim 60, 
registered to the identification iiifonnation 
apiJended to the first control c ommand i s registered 



Claim 62. (currently amended) The control apparatus as c laimed in claim 60, 
wherein when th e second identification infoimation is already registered to the eiitry of 
identification informauon of the database wi th respect to the control ta^rget appeniled to the first 
control command, the management means issues error information inhabiting the permission of 
use to the upper control terminal means whi issued the first control command. 



Claim 63, (currently amended) 
wherein when a fourth control command indi 
information from the upper control terminal 



TThe 
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control apparatus as cl;umed in c aim 62, 
eating a command for deleting ^icentification 
means is received, the management n leans deletes 
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the identification infonnation wiih respoct coTresponding t o the first control command registered 
to the database. 

Claim 64. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed : n claim 57, 
wherein the control targets ane each input/oitput processing means of a video se-ver adapted for 
recording data to and reproducing data from a non-linearly accessible recording medium, and 
each input section and output section each of switchers to which the data inputted from outside 
or outputted from each input/output processing means of the video server is inpu tted or from 
which die data is outputted to outside or inputted to each input/output processing means of the 
video server. 

Claim 65. (currenUy amended) A control method for conti-olling the jstate of use of a 
plurality of control targets, the method comprising: 

a first step of receiving a first control conmiand requesting pennission of use of *^a 
control targetjrom amongst said plurality o fl control targets, outputted from oneo f a plurality of 



upper control terminal means; and 

a second step of issuing identification information provided for each of th - control targets 
to the one upper control tenninal means whidh issued the first control command, m the basis of 
the first control coniEnand including at least the control target^ 

wherein t he upper control terminal means are connected through a networ <: to controllers 



which are directlv connected to said plurality 



control method. 



of control targets: the controllers pe r forming the 
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Claim 66. (previously presented) The control method as claimed ir claim 65, further 
comprising a third step of receiving a second control command, which is a command for 
controlling the control target, issued from the one upper control terminal means and having the 
identification information appended thereto . 



Claim 67. (previously presented) 
wherein the first control command includes 
data to be inputted from and/or outputted to 
control command for causing the control 
second control command. 



The control method as claimed in claim 65, 
the file name of a file including vid to and/or audio 
the control target, and at (he third st?p, a third 
to control the file is is:3ued on th<; basis of the 



target 



Claim 68. (previously pieseniedi) The control method as claimed in -zlaim 65, 
wherein at the first step, the identification information other than the identificaticQ information 
provided for another one of the control targets is registered to an entry of control itarget appended 
to the first control command, from an identification information manaj^ement table including at 
least the control target and the identification infonnation, and the registered ideniification 
infonnation is issued to the one upper contrail terminal means which isjjued the fi-st control 
command. 

Claim 69, (previously presented) The control method as claimed in c I aim 68, 
wherein the identification information is fiirtlier registered to the identification ini'oimation 
management table and the file name appended to the first control commiand is reg stered thereto. 
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Claim 70. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 68, 
wherein at the first step, when the identificzition information is alrcady registere i to the entry of 
identification information of the control target of the database with reiipect to thr; control target 
appended to the first control command, errcr information inhibiting th.e permission of use is 
issued to the upper control temiinal means which issued the ftrst conti ol commaad. 

Claim 71. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in :iaim 70, 
wherein at the first step, when a fourth control command indicating a command 'or deleting the 
identification information from the upper control terminal means is received, the identification 
information with respect to the first control command registered to the database is deleted. 

Claim 72. (previously presented) The control method as c laimed in claim 65, 
wherein the control targets are each input/output processing means of a video ser \^er adapted for 

a non-linearly accessible recording iriedium^ and 
switchers to which the data inputtec. from outside 
or outputted from each input/oucput processing means of the video senxr is inpuited or from 
which the data is outputted to outside or outputted to each input/output processin,- means of the 
video server. 

Claim 73. (currently amended) 
control targets, the apparatus comprising: 



recording data to and reproducing data from 
each input section and output section each o: 



A control apparatus for controlling a plurality of 
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a plurality of upper control tenniii^ means ^each capable of- 4^w issuing a first control 
command requesting peanission of use of Ae^control targe t from araongst: said plurality nf 
control targets : 

identification information management means for issuing idcDtification information 
provided for each of the control targets to the one upper control termi:nal means >vhich issued the 
first control command, on the basis of the first control command including at lerst the control 
target; 

connection infomiation management means for managing comiecUon iniormation of the 
control target; and 

control infonnation processing means for. when a second conti-ol command indicating 
connection of the control target to which the identification information issued b> the 
identification information management means is appended is received from the i pper control 
terminal means, issuing a third control comraand indicating a connection instruciion to the 
control target indicated by the second control command on the basis oJ' the mana jement 
infonnation of the connection information m anagement meansi 

^ans are con nected through a nctwoj k to controllers 



wherein the upper control terminal m 



which are directly connected to said pltiralit^ 



control information processing means . 



Claim 74. (currently amended) 
wherein the conurol target includes a switcher 
of output sections, and the second control 



of control t argets: the co^itrollers in rluding the 



I dentification information management means, conne c tion informatinn mnna^^m ^nt means, and 



The* 



control apparatus as cLaimed in c aim 73, 
having a plurality of input sections md a plurality 
conomand includes first identification ir formation 
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issued by the upper control terminal means with respect to the ^ither c :ontrol tar{:ets connected to 
each input section of the switcher and second Identification information issued l)y the upper 
control teiminal means with respect to the output sections of the switcher. 

Claim 75. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 74, 
wherein the connection information management means has a connecdon point lable including 
information related to each input section of the switcher, the control Uirget conn-jcted to each 
input section of the switcher, and infonnation related to each output section of the switcher, and 
issues the third control command including the infonnation related to the input section and the 
information related to the output section to the control target included in the first control 
command with reference to the connection point table from the second control command, the 
switcher having its input sections and output sections controlled for connection c n the basis of 
the infonnarion related to the input section and the information related to the out jut section 
included in the third control command. 



Claim 76. (currently amended) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 73, 
wherein the identification information management means has an ideniification information 
management table including at least die control target and th ^oirespo idin^ iden tification 
information, and second.identification information provided for another one of th 2 control targets 
and different from the identification information i a fo.giotorod correspon. jing to an entry of 
identification information of the management table with respect to the c:ontrol tarjfst appended to 
the first control command , the idontification information being issued to the u pyu. coi it .u l 
terminal m e an a . 
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Claim 77. (currently amended) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 76, 
wherein the corresponding identification information is furtier registttred to the identification 
information management table, and ft^^file name is^appended to the first contiol command 
registered thereto. 



Claim 78. (currently amended) A control method for cont rolling a j Imality of 
control targets, the method comprising; 

a first step of receiving a first control conomand requesting permission of use of the^ 
control target from amongst said plurality of conrrol tar^Pf« outputted from one jf a plurality of 
upper control terminal means; 

a second step of issuing identification information provided foi each of tie contiol targets 
to the one upper control terminal means which issued the first control cjommand, on the basis of 
the ilrst control coram.and; and 

a third step of. when a second control command indicating connection of the control 
target to which the identification information is appended is received, issuing a tlijd control 
command indicating a connection instruction to the control target indicated by th. ; second control 
command with reference to a connection management information tabi; indicating connection 
information of the control targeti 

wherein the upper control temiinal inean.s are co nnected thmii^l i a networ ; to contrpUers 
w hich are directly connected to said nhiralitv nf control target..: the r.r^trr.»^ forming said 
control method. 
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Claim 79. (currently amended) The control method as cl aimed in c [aim 78, wherein 
the control target includes a switcher having a plurality of input sections and a ] .luraUty of output 
sections, and the second control command includes first identification information issued by the 
upper control termina] means with respect to theotheLcontrol targets connected to each input 
section of the switcher and second identification information issued by die upper control terminal 
means with respect to the output sections of the switcher. 

Claim SO. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 79, 
wherein the connection infomiation management table includes information related to each input 
section of the switcher, the control target connected to each input section of the ..iwitcher. and 
infoimation related to each output section of the switcher, and when the second control 
command is received, the third control command including the information relatjd to the input 
section and the information related to the output section is issued from the contrcl target 
corresponding to the identification information included in the second control co rrnnand with 
reference to the connection information management table, the switcher fimher including a 
fourth step of controlling connection of the input sections and output s<ictions of he switcher on 
the basis of the information related to the input section and the information related to the output 
section included in the tiiird control command. 

Claim 81. (currently amended) The control method as claimed in claim 78, wherein 
at the second step, second.identification information provided for another one of the contirol 
targets and different firom the identification information is rogiotcrod coi respondin ; to the entry of 
identification information of the management table so as to correspond to die control target 
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appended to the first control command, from an identjficalion information man igement table 
including at least the control target and tfefr^onsesEon^identificadon infora.ation, and the 
second control command is issued to the one upper contnsl terminal means. 

Claim 82. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 81. 
wherein the second.identification infonnation is further registered to the identifi cation 
information management table, and the file name appended to the first control command is 
registered thereto. 

Claim 83. (cuirenfly amended) A control apparams for controlhng a plurality of 
control targets, the qjparatus comprising: 

a plurahty of upper control termina] mean s, each capable nf- fhi. issuing a first control 
command requesting permission of use of *e^control targe t from am ^mpst said i^l.ir^iity nf 
control tar gets: 

management means having a control target management table including at least the 
control target and first identification information corresponding to each of the control targets, for 
issuing a second control command requesting permission of use of the control tar:;et including 
the first identification information ftiom the management table on the basis of the first control 
command including the control target; and 

control target control means fomotifying of a result with respect to the pe -mission of use 
of the control target on the basis of the second control command; 

the management means setting a use permission flag with respect to the co ntrol target 
included in the management table on the basis of the result from the control target control means; 
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wherein the upper control terminal means a re ccmnc^te-d thmi .^h c tr^tu prk to contmllRrB 
which are directly connectfirt t o sa id plm-aiit y of control tarp et..; th^ rnr.trr.il^rc t ncludinp the 
management mean s and controJ target control means . 

Claim 84. (previous! y presented) The control apparams iis claimed in claim 83, 
wherein the management table further includes an entry to which second identili cation 
infoimation corresponding to the control target is registered when the control tacget cannot be 
uniquely identified by the first identification infonnation alone, and v^hen issuir.g to the control 
target control means the second control command with rcspect to the control target which cannot 
be uniquely identified by the first identification information alone, the. manageir (jnt means, 
issues the second control command including the second identification infoimat on as well as the 
first identification information to the control target control means. 

Claim 85. (currently amended) The control apparatus as claimed in :Iaim 83. 
wherein when the control target control means has notried of a result Vindicating permission of 
use of the control target with respect to the second control command, the management means 
sets information indicating permission of use to the use permission fla-j of the mjoiagement table 
and issues stream identification information pi-ovidod fo r coirespondin» to each o f the control 
targets to the upper control terminal means. 

Claim 86. (currently amended) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 83S5, 
wherein when the stream identification information is received from th<j management means, the 
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upper control terminal means issues to the management means a control command with respect 
to the control target using the stream identification information- 



Claim 87. (previously presented) The control apparatus :is claimed in claim 84, 
wherein the control target includes a video server having a plurality cf non-line 3rly accessible 
recording media and a plurality of input/output processing means for outputting, to the recording 
medium, data includmg video and/or audio data accessed arid processed in a ttir e slot allocated 
to the recording medium or for accessing and reading the dkta recorded on the r wording medium 
in the tune slot and then processing the data, and 

the control target identified by the second identification inforoiation includes each 

I 

input/output processing means and each of the recording mddia of the video ser'er. 

Claim 88. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed 3 n claim 87, 
wherein the non-Iinearly accessible recording medium is a hard disk, imd each n»;ording medium 
identified by the second identification information is a hard disk drive. 

Claim 89. (currently amended) The control apparatus as claimed in .dairn 83, 
wherein the control target includes a switcher having a plurality of input sections and a plurality 
of output sections for switching the input sections and output sections to output from one output 
section data inputted from one input sectionr -: the control targetan 4 sets the use permission flag 
with reference to the management table ^ vithout ioauin ga nd does not iss ue the second control 
command when the management means has received the first control command requesting the 
permission of use to the output section of the switcher. 
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Claim 90. (cuirently amended) A control method for controlling a plurality of 
control targets, the method comprising: 

a first step of receiving a first control command from unner c, -.ntrnl tem.innt rriP.5>nc 
requesting permission of use of tb^a.control target from amonp st plnr^Hty nf .^.,tr»i 
tgrgets from uppor control tonninal moaR s; 

a second step of issuing a second control command i^questing permission of use of the 
control target including fii-pt identification infoin nit i n n mi Uio I g jj u f t h u fi . ^ i ta ntrol commaB d 
from a control target management table including at least the control narget and M^fint 
identification infonnation corresponding to e ach o f- t he control targete; 

a third step of receiving a result of permission of use of the control targe , with respect to 
the second control command; and 

a fourth step of setting a use pennission flag with respect to th.s control turget included in 
the management table on the basis of the result of the permission of us ei 

wherein the upper control tcrmina] means are cnnTi e cted throuc rh a nfttwnrlr tr^ rr^j^^u^^ 
. which are directly connected to said plurahtv o f control targets: the coritroHers n, .rfr.TTr.in^ th. 
steps of s aid control mftthnH 

Claim 91. (previously presented) Tlie control method as claimed in claim 90, 
wherein the management table further includes second identification information wnesponding 
to the control target when the control target cannot be uniquely identified by the i irst 
identification information alone, and when issuing to the control target control mrans the second 
control command with respect to the control target which cannot be uniquely idertified by the 
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first identification information alone, the second control command including ttc second 
identification infoiiiation as well as the first identification information is issue! 

Claim 92. (previously presented) The contiol method as claimed in claim 90, 
wherein at the fourth step, when a result indicating permission of use of the cor irol target is 
notified of, information indicating permission of use with respect to the control rarget included in 
the management table is set, the method further comprising a fifth step of issuir g stream 
identification information provided for each of the control targets to the upper cond-ol terminal 
means which issued the first control command with respect to the cor.trol target for which the 
information indicatirg the permission of use is provided. 

Claim 93. (currently amended) The control method as claimed in cl aim 90, further 
comprising a sixth step of retrieving the control target for which the control coirmand should be 
issued, with reference to the management table, when the control command having tfee-shream 
identification information appended diereto is received. 

Clahn 94. (currently amended) The control method as clai med in cltim 90, wherein 
the control target includes a video server having a plurality of non-linearly accessible recording 
media and a plurality of input/output processing means for outputting, to the recc j ding medium, 
data including video and/or audio data accessed and processed in a tun s slot alloc ated to the 
recording medium or for accessing and reading the data recorded on ths recordin;; medium in the 
time slot and then processing the data, and 



O0S24614 



PA6E31l49*RCVDAT12l16l20fl51;5D:32PM [Eastern standard Time]»8VR:USPT0-EFXra«D^^^ 



12/16/2005 11:52 FAS 858 731 5001 FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 



11092/049 



PATENT 
450101-4689 

the control target identified by the-second identification information includes each 
input/output processing means and each of the recording media of the video seiver. 

Claim 95. (previously presented) The control method as claimed ir claim 94, 
wherein the non-linearly accessible recording medium is a hard disk, and each recording medium 
identified by the second identification information is a hard disk drivu. 

Claim 96. (cunenfly amended) The control method as chiimed in c aim 90, wherein 
the control target includes a switcher having a plurality of input sections and a p lurality of output 
sections for switching the input sections and output sections to output from one :.utput section 
data inputted from one input section, and at the fourth step, setting t he use perm ssion flag with 
reference to the management table without issuing the second control command at the third step, 
when the first control conmiand requesting the permission of use to the output s. ction of the 
switcher is received at the first step. 

Claim 97. (currently amended) A control apparatus for controlling a plurahty of 
control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of upper control terminal means , each canable nf- fe^- issuing a first control 
command requesting permission of use of tbe^control targe t from amongst said p lnTaTity nf 
control targets ; and 

management means to which the first control command including the file name of a file 
stored in one of the control targets is inputted, for finding thfr<:ontrol targets to wiich the file is 
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to be outputted from the file name and selecting, 
s^ond_contro( target other than the control target- 
wherein the upper coniroi terminal means 



from 



are connected through a netv^ork to the 



management means which are direcdv connected to 



said Plurality of cnnrrnl rarcrgtR 



Claim 98. (previously presented) The cdntrol 
wherein the management means issues a second control 
to die upper control terminal means which issued the 
control target. 
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the control targets that are found, the-a 
■ by the upper control tor. ^ ^inal moono^ 



apparams as claimed m claim 97, 
command indicating pejmission of use 
first control command to the selected 



Claim 99. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed n claim 97, 
wherein when all the control targets found are used, the management mems seki^ts the control 
target having the lowest priority of the control targets 1 

the control target included in the first control command of the upper control terminal means 
which is lower than the priority included in the first c[)ntrol command, of the coiitrol commands 
that are found. 



Claim 100. (previously presented) The control 
wherein the management means issues a third control 
control target to the upper control terminal means usi: 



usirg 



Claim 101. (previously presented) The control 
wherein when a fourth control command requesting 
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open 



apparatus as claimed it! claim 100, 
use of the control target based on the 
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third control connnand is inputted, the management 
indicating pennission of use to the upper control terininal 
command. 
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means issues a fifth control conunand 
means which issued he first control 



Claim 102. (previously presented) The c6ntrol 
wherein the management means has the first control 
device in which the iile is stored from the file name 
finds the control target connected to the storage devifce 
thereby finding the control target to which the file is 



apparatus iis claimed in claim 97, 
command inputted thereto, finds a storage 
included in the first control command, and 

from the storage device ;hat is found, 
to be outputted. 



Claim 103. (currently amended) Acontro 
control targets, the method comprising: 

a first step of inputting a first control commaijd 
tenmnal means, regnp^Rtina permission of u$e of 44ie-i 
of conti-ol tar ^etfi frnTT n pb.nhtjr nFnppnr rn ntr o l 



>vhich a file is to be outputt id from a file 



targe :s 



a second step of finding the-conirol targets to 
name included in the first control command; and 

a third step of selecting, from the control 
second_control target other than the control target-aifeAdy 

wherein the upper control terminal means are Jn nnected thmu ^li a nRfxvnr^ ^to controllers 



which are directly conn ected to said plurality of conrrrll 
steps of said control method 
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method for conitolling a plurality of 



from one of a ) 3lurfl1tty o. upper control 
control target fr om among s t said plurality 
ffl e ana ; 



terminal 



that are found at the seccnd step, ^he-a 
tt sed by the upper conbo[ torminol - 



targets: the controllerj; p gr fQiming the 



00324614 



PAGE 34/49 * RCVD AT 12/16/2005 1:50:32 PM [Eastern standard rmer SVR:USPTO™^^^ 



12/18/2005 11:52 FAI 858 731 5001 



FROMMER LAWRENCE & HAUG 



121035/049 



PATEhrr 

4S0101-46S9 



Claim 104. (previously presented) The ci)ntrol 
further comprising a fourth step of issuing a second 
use to the upper control terminal means which issued 
control target. 



method as claimed in claim 103, 
control command indicating permission of 
the first contro] commam! to the selected 



Claim 105. (previously presented) The cdntrol 
further comprising a fifth step of, when all the control 
the third step, selecting ttie control target having the 
the priority of permission of use of the control target 
upper control terminal means which is lower than the 
command, of the control command that are found, 



method as daimedin claim 103, 
targets found at the secor d step are used at 
owest priority of the control targets having 
included in the f irst contro command of the 
priority included in the first control 



Claim 106. (previously presented) The coidtrol 
further comprising a sixth step of issuing a third contnol 
control target to the upper control terminal means 
step. 



U5111lg 



Claim 107, (previously presented) The cor^rol 
further comprising a seventh step of, when a fourth 
control target based on the third control command is 
indicating permission of use to the upper control termihal 
command. 
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method as claimed in rlaim 105, 
command reqiiesting op :n use of the 
the control target selected at the fifth 



method as claimed in claim 106, 
command rsquesting )pen use of the 
putted, issuing a fifth conti^I command 
means which issued the first control 



contix)! 



; irii 
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Claim 108. (previously presented) The control 
wherein at the second step, a storage device in which 
name included in the first control command, and the 
device is found from the storage device, thereby finding 
be outputted. 



Claim 109. (currently amended) A control apparatus for controlling a plurality of 
control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of upper control terminal means , ekch cap able of^4^ issuing a first control 



command requesting permission of use of th^a^contrbl target from aniong st aaic plurah'tv of 
control tar p;ets; and 



method as claimed in claim 103, 
the file is stored is found xom the file 
control target connected tc the storage 
the control t;u-get to wldch the file is to 



management means to which the first control command including the file name of a file 
stored in one of the control targets is inputted, for finding the control targets to vhich the file is 
to be outputted from the file name, and selecting the control target for which the upper control 
terminal means having issued the first control comma :id issued a reserved use command with 
respect to the control larget, of the control targets that arc foiindi 

wherein the upper control termi nal means ai^ connected through ^ nAtwr.,irtr^ 



management means which are directlv coTi n ected to siid plurality of cc ntml t^r^r^ 



Claim 110, (previously presented) The control 
wherein the management means issues a second control 
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to the upper control teraiinaj means which issued the first control cojnmand to die selected 
control target 

Claim 111. (previously presented) The control apparatus -.is claimed in claim 109, 
wherein when the upper control terminal means which issued the first control cimmand has not 
issued the reservation command to the control target of the control tar gets that £ j« found, the 
management means selects the control target other than the control target for w] lich another one 
of the upper control terminal means issued the reservation command, of the con Crol targets that 
are found. 

aaim 1 12. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed : n claim HI. 
wherein the management means issues a second control command indicating peiroission of use 
to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command to tl e selected 
control target. 

aaim 1 13. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed i i claim 109, 
wherein the management means finds a storage device in which the file is stored from the file 
name included in the first control command, and finds the control target conuectc d to the storage 
device from the storage device, thereby finding the control target to which the fili is to be 
outputted. 

Claim 1 14. (currently amended) A control method for controlling a pli jrality of 
control targets, the method comprising; 
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a first step of inputting a fixst control conunand from one of t. pJuralitv o f u pper control 
tenninal means, re questing permission of use of tb^control target from amongst said pluralii v 
of control targetsfeom a plumlity of upper control terminal moana ; 

a second step of finding the control targets to which a file is to be outpu ted from a file 
name included in the first control command; and 

a third step of selecting the control target for which the upper control terminal means 
having issued the first control command issued a reserved use commjtnd with respect to the 
control target, of the control targets that are found at the second stepi 

wherein the upper control terminal means are conne.rtf^d thm., .^h . to conlioHers 

which are directly connected to said plurality of cc ^ Xiol target.^;: the e.r ,T,trr.1l^r. 

steps of said control method. 



Claim 115. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in :laim 114. 
further comprising a fourth step of issuing a second control command indicating jjeimission of 
use to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command lo the control 
target selected at the third step. 

Claim 116. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 114, 
further comprising a fifth step of, when the upper control terminal means which issued the first 
control command has not issued the reservation command to the control target of the control 
targets that are found at the second step, selecting the control target othsr than the control target 
for which another one of the upper control tetminal means issued the reservation command, of 
the control targets that are found. 
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Claim 1 17. (previousl y presented) The control method as claimed ii i claim 1 16. 
further comprising a sixth step of issuing a second control command indicating pemiission of use 
to the upper control tenninal means which issued the first control command to he control target 
selected at the fifth step. 

Claim 118. (previously presented) The control method as slaimed in claim 114, 
wherein at the second step, a storage device in which the file is stored, is found J mm the file 
name included in the first control command, and the conliol target co:anected to the storage 
device is found from the storage device. 

Qaim 119. (currently amended) A control apparatus for ccntroUing £ . plurality of 
control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of upper control terminal means -, each canahle fe i: i ....nng a fi rst control 
command requesting permission of use of th^a.control targe t from am ong.st said pLn-^iify 
control targets : and 

management means for, when the first control command inclucHng the fiL; name of a file 
stored in one of the control targets is inputted, finding the confrol targets to whicli the file is to be 
outputted from the file name and selecting the control target other thaa the control target in an 
error and warning state, of the control targets that are found; 

wherein the upper control temiinal means are conTiert..H fh»v.„f.ln n n^. 

mana^ment means which are directly cnnne cted to said p lnraHey nnntrr^^ 
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Claim 120. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 1 19. 
wherein the management means issues a second control command indicating pcnnission of use 
to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control cormnand to ihe selected 
control target. 

Claim 121 . (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 120, 
wherein when there is no control target other than the control target in the error and warning 
state of the control targets that are found, the management means selects the coniol target in the 
warning state alone. 

Claim 122. (previously presented) The control apparatus ai; claimed in claim 121 , 
wherein the management means issues a second control command indicating peimission of use 
to the upper control tenninal means which issued the first control command to the selected 
control target. 

Claim 123. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 1 19, 
wherein the management means finds a storage device in which the file is stored from the file 
name included in the first control command, and finds the control target connected to the storage 
device from the storage device. 

Claim 124. (currently amended) A control mediod for controlUng a pluraUty of 
control targets, the 

method comprising: 
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a first step of inputting a first control command from one of a plurality of upper CQntrnl 
terroinal means, re questing permission of use of the^control target f rom amon rat said plurality 
of control tar^tsfrom a plural i ty of uppor control terminal mcana ; 

a second step of finding the control targets to which a file is to be outpuUx^I 

from a file name included in the first control commjind; and 

a third step of selecting the control target other than the contit,! target in an error and 
warning state, of the control targets that are found at the second stepi 

^yhe^ein the upper control terminal means ara connected thm..Th a r^^^r. ^k to controllers 
which are directly connected to sa id plurality of control targ et..;; th^, nr,ntT-r.ll^rc p erforming the 
steps of said control method . 

Claim 125. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in daim 124, 
further comprising a fourth step of issuing a second control command indicating permission of 
use to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command lo the control 
target selected at the third step. 

Claim 126. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 124, 
further comprising a fifth step of, when at the third step there is no con xol target sther than the 
control target in the error and warning state of the control targets that are found, selecting the 
control target in the warning state alone. 

Claim 127. (currently amended) The control method as claimed in clai m 125. further 
comprising a «*th-fif±Lstep of issuing a second control command indicating penr ission of use to 
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tlie upper control terminal means which issued the first control conmiand to the control target 
selected at the #fth -foujth step. 



Claim 128. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 124, 
wherein at the second step, a storage device in which the file is stored is found from the file 
name included in the first control command, and the control target connected to the storage 
device is found from the storage device that is found. 

Claim 129. (cmrently amended) A control apparatus for cc^ntrolling j pluraUty of 
control targets, the apparatus comprising: 

a plurality of upper control terminal means , each capable nf- fa^ issuing a liret control 
command requesting permission of use of the-a.control target frmnamgngstsaidjalur^i^ 
control targets: and 

management means to which the first control command including the file name of a file 
stored in one of the control targets is inputted, for fefdja ^findinp t he control tar^ ets to which the 
file is to be outputted from the file name, and selecting the control targst which it. not in an error 
state and which is reserved by a reservation command issued by die upper contro terminal 
means having issued tlie first control command or which is not reserve.! as a rese) -ration 
command is not issued, and which is in a non-use state or which has low priority Df permission 
of use, from the control targets that are founds 

wherein the upper control termi n al means are connected rhmn p;}> a Tyf^nr,- 1» rh» 
management means which are direcrlv con n ected to said plurahtv of con tml tarp^ 
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Claim 130- (preNdousIy presented) The control apparatus iis claimed in claim 129, 
wherein the management means issues a second control command in-licating pc nnission of use 
to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control coniinand to ihe control targets 
that are found. 

Claim 131. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 129, 
wherein when there are a plurality control targets that are selected, thes managenient means 
selects the control target in a non-use state from the selected control targets. 

Claim 132. (previously presented) The control apparatus an claimed in claim 131, 
wherein the management means issues a second control command indicating pennission of use 
to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command to tt e selected 
control target. 

Claim 133. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 132, 
wherein when there are a plurality of control targets that are selected, tlie management means 
selects the control target which is not in a warning state from the selecied control targets. 

Claim 134. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed ir claim 133, 
wherein the management means issues a second control command indi<jating perr :dssion of use 
to the upper control teiminal means which issued the first control command to the selected 
control target 
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Claim 135. (previously presented) The control apparatus as claimed in claim 133, 
wherein when there are a plurality of control targets that are selected, the manaj;ement means 
selects the control target in a reserved state alone to which the first cc ntrol conrnand is issued. 

Claim 136. (currently amended) A control method for controlling a {.lurality of 
control targets, the method comprising: 

a first step of receiving a first control command from one of a nhiralfty n r ..pp^r ^^nHv.! 
t erminal meanA .requesting permission of use of the-a control target fr om amonast said p lnralitY 
of control targetsfrom g plurality of upper control tonninal moans ; 

a second step of inputting the first control comniand including the file name of a file 
stored in one of the control taigets, and outputting the file from the file, natvenaae: and 

a thitd step of selecting the control target which is not in an error state an 3 which is 
reserved by a reservation command issued by the upper control teiminal means having issued the 
first control command or which is not reserved as a reservation comm£,nd is not i ssued, and 
which is in a non-use state or which has low priority of pennission of use. from tie control 
targets that arc found at the second stepi 

wherein the upper control terminal mean.s ar^ c onnected thmu frS n nPtw^ri- t p controllers 
which ^ Erectly connected to said plurality of contml t^r .<.t^- th. t.^n. ^ p . r^-rminr thr 
steps of said control method . 

Claim 137. (previously presented) The control method as cl-iimed in c idm 136, 
fiirther comprising a fourth step of issuing a second control command indicating p ermission of 
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use to the upper coTiirol terminal means which issued the first control command to the control 
targets that are found. 

Claim 138. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 136, 
further comprising a fifth step of, when at the third step there are a plurality con :rol targets that 
are selected, selecting the control target in a non-use state from the selected conii-ol targets. 

Claim 139. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in claim 138, 
further comprising a sixth step of issuing a second control command indicating i-ermission of use 
to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control command to ti e control target 
selected at the fifth step. 

Claim 140. (previously presented) The control method as claimed in i ilaira 138, 
fiirther comprising a seventh step of, when at the fifth step there are a jilurality of control targets 
that are selected, selecting the control target which is not in a warning state from the selected 
control targets. 

Claim 141 . (previously presented) The control metfiod as claimed in claim 140, 
further comprising m eighth step of issuing a second control command indicating permission of 
use to the upper control temiinal means which issued the first control command to the control 
target selected at the seventh step. 
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Claim 142. (previously presented) The control method as claimed iij claim 140, 
further comprising a ninth step of, when at the seventh step there are a plurality of control targets 
that are selected, selecting the control target in a reserved state alone to which the first control 
command is issued. 



Claim 143, (previously presented) The control method as (Jaimecl in claim 142, 
further comprising a tenth step of issuing a second control command indicating :ennission of us 
to the upper control terminal means which issued the first control con:imand to tlie control target 
selected at the seventh step. 
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